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Next Steps to Settle Becoming a 

Fair Trade Community 

The main work for ACE Food 

Group during 2023 will be working 

towards Settle becoming a 

Fairtrade Community, by the end of 

the year. The group are planning 

several events and we will have a 

lot of publicity for Fair Trade 

Fortnight (Feb 27th – March 12th ). 

During these weeks there are two events taking place with Settle Primary School. Liz 

Roodhouse (pictured) is running an event for Yrs 5 and 6. Bruce Crowther, from 

Fairtrade Lancaster, is hosting a workshop called ‘Bean to Bar’ for Year 6. This 

involves the children making a chocolate bar using their own beans that they have 

roasted and de-husked. All good fun! 

The cocoa beans come from New Koforidua, Ghana. 



Fairtrade is all about better prices (Fairtrade premium), decent working conditions, 

local sustainability for the crops and livelihoods and fair terms of trade for farmers 

and workers in the developing world. 

PLEASE NOTE: Should you run out of tea/coffee/biscuits these goods are currently 

available at St Mary and St Michael Catholic Church. Thanks to Sue Houston for this 

service. 

Melanie Fryer 
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Curlew Recovery 

Project 

Back in March last year, 

Mary Colwell and Russ 

Wynn from Curlew 

Recovery visited Clapham 

Sustainability Group to 

give a talk about action for 

Curlew. This event had 

great turn out and got 

locals wondering what 

they can do for Curlew in 

their area. From here, the Clapham Curlew Cluster Group was formed with the 

support of the RSPB. 

 

12 farms around Clapham were involved in a project with the RSPB to evaluate the 

local population of breeding waders and from this create a plan to conserve and 

improve numbers of these birds. 18 volunteers undertook breeding wader and curlew 

productivity surveys on the farms. This group is the first of its kind in Bowland and 

has created a wonderful community of local people and farmers who are keen to 

protect Curlews. Breeding wader surveys have been done by the RSPB volunteers 

around the Forest of Bowland since 2001, but this more joined up, community style 

approach has given us some interesting findings. From this initial year of surveys, we 

have been able to track the territory of curlews across multiple farms which has not 

been possible before. We found that 10/12 farms had curlew present and 8 had 

breeding curlew. 33 Curlew pairs were counted, 10 curlew chicks were seen in total, 

and 5 nests found. We know that there were definitely more but nests and chicks are 

well hidden from predators in long grass and therefore difficult to locate. 4 farmers 

saw curlew chicks/nests when cutting silage in the spring. 

 



As part of the project, we set up our first nest camera. (Disclaimer: these cameras 

are camouflaged, deployed by trained staff and proven not to affect the breeding 

behaviour of the birds). The cameras are motion triggered and record pictures/clips 

of the birds on the nest day and night. Our camera captured Curlew breeding 

behaviour, insightful interactions between livestock and Curlew, incubation 

changeovers and Curlew mobbing predators around the nest. Unfortunately, cows 

were curious of our cameras and turned them around before it could capture the 

chicks hatching. One chick was found by a surveyor upon checking the nest, with 

parents furiously protecting it from avian predators. Our cameras did not pick up the 

chick being predated but it was not seen again after that encounter. We have learnt 

a lot from this camera pilot and have improved our methodology for next year to use 

cameras more efficiently. 

 

The RSPB have been successful at securing some funding through the DEFRA 

Farming in Protected Landscapes programme for new equipment to aid our wader 

surveys across Bowland. By Spring 2023 we hope to have thermal imaging cameras 

to help us find more birds on nests and wader chicks in silage to prevent as many 

accidental fatalities when cutting as possible. The funding will also allow us to get 

some electric fencing to temporarily keep ground predators out of wader nests and 

get more nest cameras for next season. 

 

Since the early 2000’sThe RSPB has done breeding wader surveys on over 70 

farms in Bowland and provided free advice to farmers on agri-environment schemes. 

There are many ways that Bowland farmers have been helping our waders. To name 

a few; leaving field margins of long grass for chicks to shelter in late spring, keeping 

fields wet to allow them to probe the soil for insects with their long bills and 

managing grazing in a way that provides good quality breeding habitat.  

Concurrently, volunteers have been advocating for Curlew and spreading the word to 

make as many people aware of their declines as possible. This joint effort between 

farmers and the rest is vital if we still want to see Curlews as a common sight in our 

uplands in 100 years. 

 

We would love to hear from you if you would like to volunteer for this project or are 

interested in your farm being involved, please contact Catherine Ramsay at 

Catherine.ramsay@rspb.org.uk. 

 

Catherine Ramsay (RSPB Breeding Wader Survey) 
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NYCC(NYC)’s Climate Change 

Strategy Consultation 

 
North Yorkshire County Council’s 
Executive recently approved the 
North Yorkshire Council Climate 
Change Strategy Draft for Public 
Consultation, and will be inviting all 
‘partners', residents, communities 
and businesses (including ACE) 
across North Yorkshire to give their 
views by 7 April 2023.  
 
  

The Strategy outlines the activities which the new North Yorkshire Council can take 
to tackle the causes and impacts of climate change through 4 areas: 
  

1. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions to slow down climate change. 
2. Preparing our services and our residents for the changing climate. 
3. Supporting nature, on which we depend, to thrive. 
4. North Yorkshire Council – To be operationally carbon neutral by 2030. 

  
It also highlights how the new North Yorkshire Council will work with partners in the 
public, private and voluntary sectors to support the regional ambition to become a 
carbon negative region by 2040 – following the York and North Yorkshire Route map 
to Carbon Negative. 
  
The Consultation Draft will be published on 13 February.  
 
The draft strategy acknowledges that a host of measures will need to be employed 
and will have to be introduced across the public sector as well as businesses and 
North Yorkshire’s communities. 

Figures show that North Yorkshire produced 5,829 kilotonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalents (kt co2e) in 2020, with agriculture equating to a third of the total, 
transport responsible for 28 per cent and 19 per cent coming from homes.  

Initiatives which will need to be adopted include producing more renewable energy, 
reducing the use of fossil fuels, improving insulation in homes, encouraging the use 
of low-emission vehicles and promoting more active travel such as cycling and 
walking. 

The Council believes that the move to a single unitary authority covering the whole of 
North Yorkshire will provide a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to streamline policies 
and provide a clearly defined approach across the county. 

NYCC and the seven district and borough authorities will merge from April 1 to pave 
the way for a devolution deal, which is set to transfer decision-making powers and 
millions of pounds of funding from Westminster to local political leaders. 



Council leader, Cllr Carl Les, who will become the leader of the new authority in 
April, said: “The new North Yorkshire Council will present us with a huge opportunity 
to provide a co-ordinated strategy across the county, working closely with our 
communities and partners. 

“It will provide crucial foundations in helping reduce carbon emissions in North 
Yorkshire and for the whole country to achieve the Government’s target to become 
carbon neutral by 2050.” 

Source: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/article/host-measures-outlined-new-
strategy-tackle-climate-change 

Barry White 
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Fare Reductions on Public 

Transport 

Running for the next couple of 

months are the following reduced 

bus and train fares. 

Buses - single bus fares are capped 

until 31st March at £2 (or £4 

return). This temporary fare cap 

does not change the concessionary fare scheme or impact free travel. It applies to 

the following local bus services: 580/581/583/81/82/75 run by Kirkby Lonsdale 

Coach Hire and, I think, the 11 service run by NYCC. The scheme is part of the 

Government's 'Help for Household's campaign designed to support families through 

the cost-of-living pressures. 

Dales railcard Winter offer - is now available and runs until 2nd April. Dales 

Railcard holders can purchase a flat fare Day Ranger ticket for £9.00 and take up to 

four children with them for a flat fare of £4.50 per child on the Leeds-Settle-Carlisle 

Line and £7.00 adult, £3.50 child for the Leeds-Morecambe (The Bentham Line). 

These tickets can only be purchased at staffed station ticket offices or from 

conductors on train when boarding at unstaffed stations.  

Dales railcards currently cost £10 and gives 1/3rd off - more information 

here:  https://settle-carlisle.co.uk/tickets-times-travel/dales-railcard/about-the-dales-

railcard/  

Sarah Wiltshire 
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