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Settle Fairtrade  

ACE Food Group are hoping that Settle can become a 
Fairtrade Community (aka Town) in the not too distant 
future. This will require support and involvement from 
Settle Town Council, schools and businesses, event 
organisers and individuals. Most of the churches are 
already using Fairtrade goods. 

Liz Roodhouse from Fairtrade Skipton will be giving us a 
presentation and a short film showing how Fairtrade is helping farmers overseas. 
There will be ample time for questions and a discussion plus Fairtrade goods to 
purchase. 

Yorkshire is the only Fairtrade county in the UK and a Fairtrade Way is being 
planned. It will run from Bradford, through our area, and then on to 
Lancaster/Garstang. 

To learn more about Fairtrade and why it matters come along to ACE Green 
Cafe at St John’s Church, Settle on December 10th from 10.30am. 
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An Unprecedented Attack on Nature  
 
Those who work in nature policy are 
very used to Governments not doing 
enough for nature (if they did the UK 
would not be one of the most nature-
depleted countries on earth) and used 
to them promising high and delivering 
low.  The Westminster Government has 
long been promising to leave nature in 
a better state than they found it for 
years, and yet, as the State of Nature 
report makes clear, over 41% of 

species in the UK have been in decline since the 1970s.   
 
But nobody was expecting a Government which has made much of its role as a 
‘world leader’ in committing to protect 30% of our land and seas by 2030 – in the 
space of just 72 hours in September – to launch a three-pronged attack on nature 
that would destroy any chance of doing so, and instead lock in further catastrophic 
declines. 
  
First they published plans to amend or scrap crucial environmental laws which 
protect nature, rivers, beaches, air and water quality, alongside others which 
safeguard public health and workers’ rights, through the EU Retained Law Bill. Next 
they announced plans to create ‘Investment Zones’ which could trash planning rules 
– meaning housing and commercial developments could be allowed to damage 
nature with little or no restriction. And finally rumours (since confirmed) began to 
circulate of a review which could shrink or scrap ‘Environmental Land Management’ 
– the long promised environmental ‘Brexit bonus’ that would replace CAP style area-
based payments to farmers with an approach ensuring that public money would only 
be paid in exchange for the delivery of public goods like helping nature, mitigating 
flood risk, recovering soil health and using their land to absorb carbon and work 
towards net zero.  
 
NGOs have been swift to respond and have called on their members and supporters 
to contact their MPs to demonstrate the level of concern at this unprecedented 
attack.  Recent weeks have seen multiple U-turns from Government’s but so far, the 
attack on nature continues unabated, and on the 31st October the Government 
compounded concerns by missing it’s own legal deadline to set targets for nature’s 
recovery under the Environment Act. 
 
For those who wish to contact their MP to express their concerns about this – there 
is an easy to use e-action here https://bit.ly/attackonnature  and for some more in 
depth discussion of what this means for nature the latest PlanetPod podcast is here 
https://theplanetpod.com/nature-under-attack/  
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What’s the Real Cause of the Energy 
Crisis? 

Before he left office, Boris Johnson 
blamed President Putin for causing the 
UK’s energy crisis. This is another 
example of politicians blaming other 
people for their own shortcomings. Putin 
did not cause our present crisis, all he 
has done is to make a bad situation 
even worse. The blame lies with the bad 
decisions and lack of action by 
successive governments over the past 

50 years. The worst area for inaction lies with insulation. 

After the first oil crisis it was pointed out, in the mid 1970’s, that the UK’s housing 
stock was one of the worst insulated in the whole of Europe and that the then Labour 
government ought to do something about it. It did nothing and apart from a few half-
hearted attempts over the following decades nothing serious has been done by any 
government since, with the result that in 2022 the UK’s housing stock continues to 
be one of the worst insulated in the whole of Europe. 

When the Liberal Democrats were in coalition with the Tories from 2010-2015 they 
managed to get the government to agree that every house built after 2016 should be 
a zero energy house. When David Cameron obtained an overall majority in 2015 one 
of the first things he did was to scrap this requirement altogether with some other 
sensible measures in the energy field. The result is that we are continuing to build 
houses with inadequate insulation. 

What we need is what has been said innumerable times already - a nationwide 
government-funded plan to bring the insulation of our housing stock up to a good 
standard. We are going to be increasingly reliant on heat pumps which only provide 
adequate heating if a house is well insulated. 

The present government clearly has no interest in insulation, so what about a 
possible Labour government in two years time? The Shadow Secretary for Energy, 
Ed Milliband, has made encouraging noises but there seemed to be no mention of it 
in Keir Starmer’s speech at the Labour Party conference in Liverpool, certainly he 
didn’t mention it in his television broadcast at the end of the conference. The 
problem is that house insulation is seen by politicians as boring and uninteresting, 
whereas building new power stations and offshore wind farms are considered 
glamorous and exciting. So, Keir Starmer prefers to talk about his idea of a state 
owned company to run renewable energy, important though that is, rather than 
house insulation. However, if I was someone on a low income living in a cold, 
draughty house and faced with high energy bills I am sure I would be far more 
interested in having my house insulated for free than in wind farms! 
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COP27 – Will Sunak’s Presence Make a Difference? 

If being shamed into attending a conference that you did 
not regard as important enough is any indication of how 
effective your presence will be, then we’ll assume a 
limited outcome from Rishi Sunak’s attendance at 
COP27. In a tweet, on Wednesday, announcing the U-
turn the prime minister wrote ‘there is no long-term 
prosperity without action on climate change. There is no 
energy security without investment in renewable. That is 
why I will attend COP27 next week: to deliver on 
Glasgow’s legacy of building a secure future’.  

However, on the same day the public accounts 
committee picked the government up on its reporting of 

carbon emissions and taking meaningful action. The Committee Chair, Meg Hillier, 
said ‘vague guidance and lack of follow-up make it hard for the public to keep the 
government to account. A free-for-all on reporting veils progress or lack of it’ 
(https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/mps-criticise-whitehall-free-for-all-

on-reporting-emissions?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other 

And perhaps we will now see King Charles at COP27, too. 

For more about the conference which runs 6th-18th November, here’s the UN’s 
website, including a link to a dedicated conference website: 
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/cop27 
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Barry and I met with Julian Smith recently 

to discuss our energy group’s plans for 

community renewable energy. In 

particular, we highlighted the still 

ambiguous policy of onshore wind, which 

makes it harder for us to take forward a 

balance of technologies and the provisions 

of the local energy bill which would secure 

in law the creation of local energy markets.  

Mr Smith suggested that we push ahead with our plans and let the policy catch-up! 

He also suggested that successful implementation would benefit from being at scale 

– as previous projects such as Broadband for the Rural North had shown. 

Sarah Wiltshire  Image credit: Tim Smith 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/mps-criticise-whitehall-free-for-all-on-reporting-emissions?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/mps-criticise-whitehall-free-for-all-on-reporting-emissions?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/cop27
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/cop27
https://www.flickr.com/photos/49707497@N06
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd-nc/2.0/jp/?ref=openverse

