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ACE’s Year of Climate Action 

ACE ‘s Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) held in the Victoria Hall, 
Settle on 17 September  reported a 
year of wide ranging activities from 
regular monthly Green Café 
meetings, activities around COP26 
(United Nations climate talks), work 
with local authorities, the voluntary 
sector and other climate change 
campaigning groups. 

The meeting elected a new 
steering group and officers and 

expressed its appreciation and thanks to Tess McMahon (photographed) a founder 
member of ACE who was retiring as treasurer. 

It also received reports from its themed working groups on energy, transport, food 
and biodiversity.  The meeting discussed proposals from ACE’s Energy Group for a 



local energy plan which was recently the subject of public consultation and will be 
published later this year. 

After the meeting Tess said: “It was in spring 2019, just before the start of a crucial 
decade. We decided locally to make a step change in tackling the climate 
emergency with others across the world. From three of us, three years ago, ACE 
now has more than 50 members. Everyone is bringing their own determination, skills 
and time to playing their part in the necessary actions. 

“As outgoing treasurer I am confident that I am ‘passing the baton’ to those in an 
effective community organisation; democratic, accountable and committed to climate 
justice. I will continue as an ACE member but now I am looking forward to a grand 
birthday holiday with my grandchildren. Their zest for life needs to be the context of a 
world that is beautiful and sustainable.” 

The AGM was followed by a wide ranging talk by Beth Thomas Peatlands 
Restoration Officer for Yorkshire Peat Partnership who spoke about the restoration 
of Yorkshire’s peatlands, stopping the damage being caused by their loss, and 
restoring these habitats to their former glory. She reminded the meeting that in other 
areas of the UK peat was extracted from peatlands for compost and fuel, but this 
was no longer the case in Yorkshire. 
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Food Glorious Food 

It’s been a pretty good year for home grown and allotment cultivated fruit and 

vegetables. 

The hot summer produced a glut of food including apples, plums and raspberries, 

beans, courgettes, and tomatoes. It’s fantastic to have so much fresh produce at this 

time of year, but it can also be difficult to know just what to do with all the surplus 

food! On the positive side, home grown is tastier, more nutritious, and cheaper than 

shop varieties, so in this article we look at how cookbook writers deal with their 

surplus fruit and vegetables.  

If you’re tired with the same old recipes, then check out these books which cover 

both traditional and new ideas on how to prepare delicious home-grown fruit and 

veg. Each book featured here was purchased second hand for just a few pounds 

from websites including World of Books (https://www.wob.com/en-gb). Enjoy. 

 

https://www.wob.com/en-gb


 

 

 

 

The Great Allotment Cookbook – over 200 delicious 

recipes from plot to plate 

‘Beat the glut with a host of fresh ideas for easy soups and salads, 

tasty main courses, and classic deserts, plus a wide range of 

favourite pickles and preserves’ 

256 pages. Illustrated.  Octopus Publishing Group 2009 

 

Spring and Summer - cooking with a Veg box by Guy 

Watson 

‘Cooking with a Veg box, new to seasonal eating or just want to get 

more good stuff in your diet? From tips on how to recognise a 

kohlrabi, store a tomato and prepare fennel, to new and inspiring 

recipes, this book is packed with ideas and advice to increase your 

repertoire in the kitchen’ 

271 pages. Illustrated. Published by Riverford Organic Farmers 2015 

 

Autumn and Winter - cooking with a Veg box by Guy 

Watson 

‘Cooking with a Veg box Autumn and Winter is a companion to the 

Spring and Summer book above. Tips on how to recognise a 

radicchio, store a squash or strip kale, with new and inspiring 

recipes where seasonal veg is the star’ 

304 pages. Illustrated with photographs throughout. Published by 

Riverford Organic Farmers 2015 

 

 



 

 

 

Other books:  I enjoy making jams and love this book. Likewise the courgette book 

has served me well over the years (Ray). 

 

As part of this last week’s ‘Great Big Green Week’ we both featured on North 
Yorkshire Libraries ‘Great Big Reads’ with more books we recommend – video from 
Facebook here: https://fb.watch/fPLqXhLl8V/ 

Melanie Fryer and Ray Hill 

 

No Fracking and Invest in Renewables Say Campaigners 

Members of Fossil Free North Yorkshire 
(FFNY), which opposes fracking and is calling 
on North Yorkshire County Council pension 
fund to stop investing in fossil fuel and reinvest 
in renewable energy projects, will be taking part 
in the York Environment Week from 24 
September to 2 October. 

A spokesperson for the Group Dr. Margaret 
Jackson said that a strong public response was 
needed following the government’s 
announcement on 8 September immediately 
lifting the fracking ban in England announced in 

2019 and a new round of North Sea oil and gas exploration licences. 

https://fb.watch/fPLqXhLl8V/


“Despite all we know about fracking, its devastating impact on the climate, its toxic 
effects on local communities and its total inability to reduce energy bills, the 
government only appears to be listening to the energy companies. Neither proposal 
will offer any short-term reduction to energy bills. On the proposed new round of 
exploration licences, it takes more than five years and up to 30 years from 
discovering a new field to getting any oil or gas out of the ground, according to 
official figures. The government does not appear to have carried out full 
environmental impact assessments on these proposals in order to judge what 
emissions would be produced and their impact on the climate “she said. 

Fossil Free North Yorkshire will be in Parliament Street, York from 10.30am to 
3.30pm on Tuesday 27 September. 

Meanwhile it has been revealed that licences for fracking impact on some national 
parks and areas of outstanding natural beauty reports The Guardian (23 
September). Licenced areas overlap the North Yorkshire Moors and the Peak 
Districts National Park the report says. More 
at: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/sep/22/fracking-could-impact-
many-protected-areas-across-england-as-ban-is-
lifted?utm_term=632c40367b4ef3c34dcc057b42681118&utm_campaign=GreenLight
&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=greenlight_email&fbclid=IwAR06OST
r37jo59lOJ9S8SZzfXguvsLqT1E4xHG3DfO6tc4Y0QR7NAmHGOR0 
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Yorkshire Peat Partnership 

We were delighted to welcome Beth Thomas Peatlands 
Restoration Officer for Yorkshire Peat Partnership to be 
our our post AGM speaker. Beth spoke about the 
restoration of Yorkshire’s peatlands, stopping the 
damage being caused by their loss, and restoring these 
habitats to their former glory. She reminded the meeting 
that in other areas of the UK peat was extracted from 
peatlands for compost and fuel, but this was no longer 

the case in Yorkshire. 

More on peatlands and the YPP at The Folly’s ‘Climate Crisis’ exhibitions 14th 
October – 23rd December and on their website: https://www.yppartnership.org.uk/ 

Sarah Wiltshire 
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