
Dear Sir/Madam 

YDNP – Consultation No. 5 Preferred Options – Consultation response 

I write on behalf of Action Climate Emergency (ACE) Settle and Area with our organisations views on 

the policies presented in the YDNP Local Plan 2023 -2040. 

ACE Settle and Area was set-up in March 2019 as a group for Settle and the surrounding area to 

campaign against the effects of the climate and ecological emergencies and for a more sustainable 

environment. More details can be found at www.acesettleandarea.org 

The National Park Authority’s set of preferred policies which set out the proposed direction of travel 

contains much to be commended. The document clearly recognises the need to tackle the climate 

and biodiversity emergencies and formulates several new policies in response. 

As a climate emergency campaigning group ACE particularly welcome and support the policies that 

demonstrate climate adaptation and low carbon measures including - ‘A new requirement for 

developers to indicate how their proposals will adapt to climate change and their proposals to 

minimise carbon emissions’ , the delivery of biodiversity net gain, encouragement and support of 

nature friendly farming, and stronger protection of the environment e.g., ancient woodland, dark 

skies, and the water environment within the national park etc. We welcome the proposal that all 

new homes be for permanent occupancy only. 

There are some policy areas where we would like to see Local Plan policy strengthened/improved 

even further, and our suggestions are set out below. 

Core Policies: 

‘A national policy requirement for biodiversity net gain as part of planning permission.’ 

 

ACE Comment – Will the Authority consider using Environmental Net Gain (ENG) in place of 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)? Environmental Net Gain follows the same ideas as biodiversity net gain 

but requires developers to deliver a wider range of environmental benefits over and above the full 

environmental impact of the proposed development (e.g. air quality, flood risk management). See 

https://cieem.net/i-am/influencing-policy/strategic-policy-sub-committee/environmental-net-gain/ 

for the latest thoughts on the ENG approach. 

 

ACE Comment:  

 

‘CP5 -Energy – New development should seek to maximise the use of decentralised sources 

of renewable energy and low carbon technologies including on-site generation and 

community-led initiatives.’ 

 

ACE Comment – ACE welcomes the aim of the Energy Policy to enable communities to meet their 

energy needs from solar power and solar thermal, air, ground or water source heat pumps, wind 

turbines, hydro power, biomass boilers wood stoves, and anaerobic digesters. ACE encourages the 

Authority to remove any barriers preventing the development of community scale low-carbon 

energy generation projects to power local homes and businesses, including appropriately sized and 

located wind and solar farms within or adjacent to the national park. 

 

http://www.acesettleandarea.org/
https://cieem.net/i-am/influencing-policy/strategic-policy-sub-committee/environmental-net-gain/


Access and Connectivity:  

‘AC3 – Walking, Cycling and Pedestrian travel, … Schemes that would generate high levels 

of movement will also need to link to public transport as an alternative to private vehicle 

movements.’ 

ACE Comment – One way to reduce CO2 from private vehicles is to improve the public transport 

offer across the national park. The ticketing, fare structures and routing of buses does not 

adequately meet the need of residents or visitors and results in transport deserts beyond the main 

hubs and corridors. ACE would like to see a widespread integrated public transport network, 

including flexible demand responsive services. It would also include better and more frequent public 

transport links from transport hubs to settlements to encourage visitors to arrive by train or bus. 

This could be supported by development contributions and ensuring that development is built in 

public transport accessible locations. Can the Authority support low carbon transport alternatives 

such as EV car clubs at transport hubs?  

Economy: 

 ‘Encourage nature and heritage friendly farming, forestry and land management.’ 

ACE Comment: ACE welcome the proposals under policy E2 – Rural Land-based Enterprises to ensure 

development is compatible with the objectives of the National Park Management Plan. ACE 

particularly supports policies that encourage carbon capture for example via woodland creation or 

the restoration of blanket bog and expanding nature friendly farming practices.   

Natural Environment:  

ACE Comment: The Natural Environment section is a key policy area for protecting and improving 

the environmental quality of the national park, including carbon sequestration, and land, water, and 

air quality. ACE fully support the policy changes and objectives in this section. However, we ask you 

to consider strengthening Policy C3 by adopting Environmental Net Gain. 

 ‘NE2 – Protecting irreplaceable habitat, trees, hedgerows and walls’ 

ACE Comment: This section should be strengthened to include a presumption that a developer will 

replace any trees lost on a development site. If replacement is not possible on the development site 

itself, then provision made to plant trees at an alternative location within the national park. 

Additional comment: There is no direct reference in this consultation about the problem that high 

levels of private car use by, visitors in particular, bring to the national park. For further details see 

the 2022 paper by Alistair Kirkbride https://integratedtransport.co.uk/national-parks-four-big-

transport-issues-and-how-to-fix-them. ACE would like to know what the Authority is proposing to do 

about the problem of emissions and congestion at visitor hotspots such as Malham. Do the Authority 

have any plans to restrict access by private car, and how can we comment on these? 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposals. 

With Regards  

Sarah Wiltshire - ACE Settle and Area Coordinator 

9th August 2022 
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